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The institution of conjugal relations with bond-maids, which
for our present purpose, may be termed, though obscure, as
'concubinage' is as old as human civilisation. It originated out of
the slaves captured after victory in a war between two clans, tribes
or nations. The female slaves were distributed by the chief among
the soldiers and those who got a share of these slave girls had a
right to sell them away or retain them and enjoy sexual pleasure
with them without, however, conferring on them, the status of a wife.
Such a status of the war captives was a necessary phenomenon of
the early civilisation.

Among the ancient Hebrews, most of the wives of the
patriarchs possessed hand-maidens or slaves which they frequently
gave to their husbands. Sarah gave her maid, Hagar to Abraham,
Rachal gave her maid, Bilhal to Jacob and Leah gave her maid
Zilpha to Jacob.49 The Biblical names for the bond-maids are amah,
Siphah and Pileges,50

Concubinage was legitimate and respected in the city states
of Historical times.51 The custom was also prevalent among other
early people and its recognition is a distinct step in the history of
civilisation.52

In Rome under the Republic the status of concubines although
differed from that of a wife was legitimate. Under Augustus the
status of concubine was protected by a special legislation. Thus
among the Romans concubinage was neither unlawful nor
disgraceful53 and was considered as an inferior state of marriage.54

The laws of later middle ages in different States of Spain
recognised concubinage under the name of 'Burragania', the
contract being life long, the woman obtained a right of maintenance
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